11/30/25 Matt 24:36-44 Isa 2:1-5 Rom 13:11-14

My title today is ‘Live While we Wait’. Matt 24:36
This 1s Advent: ‘Keep Awake!’

7th Day Adventists, Jehovah Witnesses, and Rapture-
Evangelicals are focused on the End of the World.
Mark Allen Powell (a noted Lutheran theologian &
author) was on a panel with Jankinson (1 of authors of the
Left Behind series). Powell knew he had to ask Jankinson
a question (& I paraphrase): “I know you have read the
scriptures...HOW can you say that you know When the
2nd Coming will happen? Jankinson said:
“I don’t know the hour, .. but I know the Month!”
Matt 24:36
Either Jankinson is lying, or 1s a Really bad theologian.

1 of my favorite verses is Rom. 14:7-9
This is a good place to start Advent...Waiting in Faith.

So .. How do we prepare for Heavenly Life?
We are Baptized, Already in the Kingdom of God.
Whether in our personal death or 2nd Coming, Life and
Death Happens and such a moment, time becomes
irrelevant.So -
Live Life Today as if there is No Tomorrow !
...p...There are at least 2 ways to Interpret this:




1st) Party Hardy !! Use it! There is Nothing to save for!
Do

This 1s NOT the attitude you want for a Church
Treasurer...They are Not Responsible for Anything!
Nor for church Building Committee...Nor City Planner
(Water?). And you would Not want this person for the
US Secretary of the Interior: “We don’t need no Stinking
Trees...or Rivers...or Sky !!”

Apply Interpretation #1 to personal health:
“Do I have to Brush my Teeth?”
Dentist: “Only the ones you want to keep.”

e

Ever met someone that lives like they don’t plan to
grow old? Some growing up in the 1960°s
could not imagine living past 30 years old.

[ was on my way to my first visit to MJ & her

husband...Do you know the phrase:
‘Rode hard, put up wet’?

They had been in a motorcycle accident a few years
back...maybe 75 years old, looked like 100.
They called me on my way to their house: “Can we meet
in the Garage?” OKk... They had 2 overstuffed chairs,
end table between, & an ash trash...well used...next to
the Oxygen Tube. Yes...it was a prayerful experience.
Well, we got to know each other, Wonderful people,
but..when I was giving them Communion...Imagine..
I’m saying: “In the Night in which He was betrayed...



& We’re prayer: “Our Father, who are in Heaven...
And I keep opening my eyes..He’s got a cigaret in his
mouth & Oxygen tube up his nose...
Gives a whole new meaning to Prayer.
e

“Live Life Today As if there is no Tomorrow”
I prefer Interpretation # 2. Matt 24:42
Be ready to face All that Life Brings...Live out God’s
will in Love & the Spirit of God. ... Martin Luther
said: “If I knew the world would end tomorrow, I'd plant
a tree today.”

No matter Where or When you are in Life -
Be Awake - Ready to Live in Love & Grace.
We don’t wait for ‘the Perfect Moment’ to care...
We would miss a Lot of Opportunities along the way.
...p...

Our financial advisor recommends avoiding ‘impulse
investing’. Someone once asked me if it 1s wise to invest
in Gold...add to that Bit Coin..and yes, I have actually
met someone who bought Beanie Babies, thinking it
would pay for College for their Kids...There are people
who are looking for the next Apple or Invidia...but they
might be putting their money in the next Edsel.

Yes, they gave Ford’s son’s name to the Worst Car Ford
ever made!



Our advisor says Don’t try to Time the Market.
There are about 10 days each year when your stock
investments will make most of its Money...

And 1f you are Not invested on those days...

And you nor I know which days they will be.

oD

Apply this Concept to Life in Faith.

Matt 24:36, 42 ...
...While we Wait...Be invested in Life, Spirit, & Love.



