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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

7809 Woodman Road,  
Richmond, VA  23228 
 
Church Phone:       804-266-5775          
Church Fax:         266-4979 
Church Web Site:     christlutheran.org 
 

Our Vision: “We Reveal God’s Love.”  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE AT CHRIST 
 
 

Christmas Pageant: Dec. 11 after the 10:30 
am Service 

(Practices are on Dec. 4 & 11 at 9:25-10:15 
am) 

 

Christmas Eve Services: Holy Communion 
and Candlelight 

6 pm: Children’s Choir, Chancel Choir and 
come early to hear  

the Bell Choir performs excerpts from “The 
Nutcracker Suite.” 

10 pm: A special musical treat waits us with a 
guest harpist. 

 

Christmas Day Service of Lessons & Carols: 
10:30 am 

(No Sunday school) 
New Year’s Day Holy Communion: 10:30 am 

(No Sunday school) 
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  Important Dates 

Dec.  11, 18 Services @ 8:15 & 10:30 pm 

Dec. 8 Trinity Gathering @ 10:30 am 

Dec. 4, 11 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
@9:25-10:15 

Dec. 11 Christmas Pageant  11:30 

Dec. 12 Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services @  6:00 , 
10:00 pm 

Dec. 25 Service @ 10:30 

Dec. 18 Bell Choir playing at Manor Care 
4:00 pm 

Dec. 12, 19 Monday Miracles @ 12:00 pm 

Dec. 20, 28 LAMB’S Basket Volunteer Days, 
9:30-1:00 

Dec. 31 Indian Christian Fellowship @9:00 
pm 
Casa de Dios @ 8:00 pm 

Dec.,15,  22, Casa de Dios  @ 7:30 pm 

Dec. 11, 18, 
25 

Casa de Dios  @ 2:00 pm 

Please check the online church calendar 
(www.christlutheran.org) at anytime for information about 
church meetings, events and activities. 

THURSDAY’S TRINITY GATHERING: 

A TIME FOR MEN & WOMEN TO 
STUDY TOGETHER 

December 8 & January 12; 10:30 am - 
12:30 pm 

At Imperial Plaza 

Topic for Dec. 8: 3 Love Story at 
Christmastide 

Topic for Jan. 12: What’s This About the Ten 
Commandments 

  
After a look at three important stories of Christmas 
in December, the Trinity Gathering will again 
explore sections of Luther’s Small Catechism 
through the eyes of scripture. 
  
The gathering is held on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month at Imperial Plaza (1717 Bellevue Avenue) in 
the Virginia Room (ask at the gate for directions). 
Lunch is $8.25 (salads or soup/sandwich; dessert; 
drink). 
  
Here is your personal invitation to attend. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for good fellowship, good 
food, and good discussion. It is a significant way to 
get closer to Jesus and to your faith community.  Call 
Kay Rilee (262-2924) if you plan to attend. Invite a 
friend! 

FAITH FORMATION:  
 
Forming Faith on Sundays (9:25 – 10:15 
a.m.):  
 
Adult Sunday School—“Writing the Bible” is a look 
at how the Bible has been written and published 
over the last 2000 years. Classes will be December 4 
and 11 and these will be the last two classes for 
2016. Adult Sunday School will resume on January 
8, 2017.  

Christmas Pageant, Dec. 11 after 10:30 a.m. 
service. “Mission: Christmas, a Christmas program 
from the angels’ perspective”! If you wish to have 
your child participate, contact Heather Heckel at 
aerdia@gmail.com or 730-0324. Practices are from 
9:25-10:15 a.m. on Dec. 4 & 11  
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Please remember the LAMB’s Basket, our neighbors in need, each week when you 
shop for groceries.  On Sundays, bring an item or two to put in the LAMB’s Basket 
wagon.  Items always in need are:  Canned fruit, vegetables, soup, pasta sauce, tuna, 
mac & cheese, spaghettio’s/raviolio’s and cereal. 
 
Your donations help to feed our neighbors.  

WEDNESDAY VILLAGE NIGHTS RESUME 
(Every Wednesday: January 11, 18, 25 & February 1, 8, 15, 22) 

 
Take this opportunity to gather with others in our faith community for food, fellowship, worship and 
study. 

5:45-6:30 pm: Meal (Potluck on Jan. 11; then meals are provided) 
Worship & Adult Study (6:30-7:30 pm) Pastor Eric leads a study of 1 John 

The worship time is one of reflection, songs for prayer and prayer that calls us to offer special 
petitions each following day for those in the group and for the world around us. 

 

"“The Church of Christ – Always Reforming” 
 
This is the theme of a very special Hymn Festival to be held at Christ Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, January 22 at 4:30 p.m.  It will mark the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity, as well as the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
 
There will be NINE Lakeside area churches participating in this event, with a joint choir, handbells, 
trumpets, flute, and percussion.  Many different hymns will be sung in interesting ways, alternating 
with scriptures and readings by the clergy.  It will begin with the banners of each of our churches in 
procession—a thrilling sight! 
 
A representative from The Lamb’s Basket will have a display in the Commons Area, and we are 
asking that all attendees bring a can or package of food to donate to this worthy cause. 
 
Be sure to mark your calendar for January 22! 

DECEMBER 31: NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICES 
 

Indian Christian Fellowship: About 9 pm - 2 am; Worship Area. 
Most of the service & sermon will be in English. 
Come & stay as long as you want. All are invited. 
Casa de Dios: 8 pm - about 2 am; Fellowship Hall 
Come & stay as long as you want. All are invited. 
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JANARY  BIRTHDAYS 

CARITAS at Christmas: We will host 32-35 men  beginning Friday, Dec. 23rd and ending on 
Saturday, Dec. 31. We will need many volunteers to make this work. Opportunities to serve include 
preparing bag breakfasts and lunches, preparing dinners, preparing health kits, being an overnight 
CLC representative and much more. A sign up chart is in the Commons area and we encourage 
everyone to sign up for at least one of the needs for that week.  
 
The Youth Group usually cooks and serves a dinner for our guests during CARITAS and this time 
our meal will be on Monday Dec 26th from about 4 pm to7 pm. 
If you are out of town for the holidays, that is fine.  If you would like to join us while on break from 
school or work that is just fine as well.  If your child wants to come but you can not get them to the 
church, transportation can be arranged!  
 
Due to the Dec date for CARITAS, our March 19th date for cooking dinner has been cancelled. 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

Thank you! 
On behalf of our entire family, we’d like to express our heartfelt appreciation for a beautiful memorial 
service for my mother, Frances Burford.  Thank you to all who participated and helped with the 
service. This celebration of her life was perfect, from the music, the personal message of hope from 
Pastor Moehring, to the fabulous lunch in the fellowship hall.   We’re still hearing compliments from 
so many who attended. You made the day very special for us. 
  

Blessings to you all,   
Toni and Ron Walther 

Kathy Hade 12/01 

Deborah Goodwin 12/02 

Sierra Lackey 12/02 

Alison Meyer 12/04 

Inara Small 12/04 

Martina Cathey 12/14 

Roland Crenwelge 12/16 

Stephanie Karn 12/16 

Ashley Karn 12/17 

Kay  Rilee 12/18 

Nancy Hendrickson 12/27 

Erin Ring 12/28 

Rachel Tripp 12/30 

Madison Wangensteen 01/04 

Tamera Thompson 01/14 

Becky Yensen 01/14 

Lillian Yensen 01/15 

Nancy LaVier 01/16 

Andrea Hendricks 01/16 

Samuel Peterman 01/19 

Joe Williamson 01/23 

Carleigh Heckel 01/23 

Doug Hendricks 01/28 

Caroline Hizer 01/31 

Judy Garnett 01/15 
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Dear Christ’s Disciples, 
 
We have come to the close of another year. It’s so hard to believe how time flies! But I say that every 
year. Actually, every so often in the course of a year as the situation suits such a statement. Usually 
we just say such things without thinking; other times there is something more to it. 
 
I’ve said it out of relief, like a “Glad that’s over!” Many said that just after the elections. It’s been a 
brutal one with few standing on the sidelines. November 8 laid bare the growing divisions in our 
society. Many have felt more and more that they are left out of society’s processes. Others have never 
gotten in there in the first place because of who they are, where they are from, what they look like, 
and a host of other reasons pointing at them. It’s resulted in anger, blaming, suspicion, rejection, fear, 
prejudice, etc. It’s created a complex caste system full of barriers.  
 
Mike, my older brother, didn’t sing much when we were growing up…at least not when people were 
around I guess. But I do remember him intoning John Lennon’s song often and almost under his 
breath: 
 

 Imagine there’s no heaven…Imagine all the people living for today. 
 Imagine there’s no countries…Imagine all the people living life in peace, 
 Imagine no possessions…Imagine all the people sharing all the world. 

 

You may say I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 

I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one. 

 
The part that always troubled me was “and no religion too.” But since those days I have learned that 
we religious types can get in the way of others living, sharing, dreaming. For Christians, that means 
we push back on the foundation of our faith: A Messiah who came to tear down the barriers by 
bringing healing with a cross and raising up a faithful people who join with others in caring for 
others. 
 
I know that seems so simplistic…But do let me dream that this Advent we disciples of Christ will 
make more than an effort at repairing broken places and alienated people; that we offer “sweat 
equity” so that “the world will live as one.”  
 
Let me dream that we disciples will look into ourselves to root out from ourselves those convictions 
and tendencies that separate. Most times it’s not about the big stuff, but about what happens in our 
day-to-day: Who we talk to and don’t talk to; how we view others; what we say to people who cross 
us; when we give up our deeply held anger and resentment. 
 
I promise I will try to do so. I call upon you to take this Advent to do the same. 
 
  In Nomine Jesu, 
   Pastor Eric 
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Remembering Those in Need of Prayer 
 

An important ministry at Christ Lutheran Church is remembering people in prayer.  But 
so often the person and the name of the one who submitted the person get lost in the 
months that pass.  Though God is not bound by our naming and remembering, it is 

important that the Church be a good steward of each person’s name.  Because we want to be intentional 
about our congregation’s prayer life, we offer the following:  
 
Please remember: you need to continue to be an intentional steward of the person’s name you submit.  
Keep pastor and the church office informed as conditions change; make sure we all can celebrate the 
“prayers answered” by taking that person’s name off the prayer lists. 
 
Our Prayers of Concern: 
Jane Hade, Carol Grayson, Loren Johnson, Eleanor Hemenway, Paul Feste (Jane Dry’s father), Karen 
Dent Haywood (friend of Mitch Roberts), Ruth Fuller (Edith Ingraham’s cousin), Jon Jones, Frank 
Greenday, Alice Lucaa (Carol Grayson’s sister), Steve Brackmann (friend of Melissa Luchau), Dana 
Murphy (friend of Bill Dotson), Belen Sakdalan-Valladores (friend of Cleo Meece), Pat Dalton (friend 
of Laura Greenday), Ina Nuckols (Carolyn Bost’s mother), Donna Conway.  
 
We also remember family and members of Christ Church who serve and have served in the 
military:   
Cody Lafayette, Joshua Dryden, Courtney Charlson, Pamela Charlson, Keith Cunningham, Luke 
Dahlen, Burt and Jeri Evans, Adam Lewis, Joshua Mullins, Vincent Salla and Matthew Mawyer.  

EPIPHANY SEASON WORSHIP AT CHRIST CHURCH 
 

January 4, (Wednesday) Epiphany Festival Celebration 
5:45 pm: Festival Meal (Food from the many nations provided) 

7 pm: Festival Service of Holy Communion 
We will celebrate Christ of all nations with our friends of  

the Indian Christian Fellowship and Casa de Dios 
through a meal with selections from various traditions  

(including American, child & vegan friendly selections) and  
worship that includes the languages and music of several nations. 

 
January 8, Baptism of Our Lord, 8:15 & 10:30 am 

Affirmation of Baptism and Holy Communion 
Sunday school: 9:25 am 
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CHRIST’S YOUTH NEWS 
 
The Youth of Christ Church are active and involved. Youth Gatherings are for those in the 6th thru 12th 
grades. Take a look at what’s coming up: 
 

 
Preparing & Serving CARITAS Dinner: December 26 
More information to come out on times & what to bring. 

 
Epiphany Celebration (meal & service): January 4, 5:45 - 8:15 pm 

Youth Involvement in the service (7 pm) in the procession and as readers and ushers. 
Contact Nancy Hendrickson to see what you can do. 

 
Youth Gathering: January 8, 4 - 7 pm 
Confirmation Class (Session 8), 4-5 pm 

We plan to talk about & begin developing a video to illustrate & advertise  
what we do at our Youth Gatherings & Field Trips. 

 
Youth Over-Night Retreat: January 13-14, 6 pm - 10 am 

Friday, 6-6:45 pm     Fun time in the Youth Center 
6:45-8:45 pm     Pizza/Popcorn & a Movie 

8:45 pm     Free Time 
9:15     Editing video (to advertise what we do & how much fun we have) 

& framing pictures in the Youth Center & Educational Wing Hallway 
10:30 pm     Quiet Worship with Holy Communion 

Saturday, 8:30 am     Breakfast & Clean-up 
9:30 am     Pick-up by parents 

 
Youth Ushering and Greeting for Hymn Festival January 22, 4 :30 pm 

 
Winter Celebration (9th thru 12th graders): January 27-29 

See Carol Jones or Nancy Hendrickson for Registration Forms 
 

Youth Gathering: January 29, 4 - 7 pm 
Confirmation Class (Session 10), 4-5 pm 

We will begin making our Lenten gift for each family in the church. 
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The Angel Tree  is Now Up 
 
The rules are simple.  Take one or more angels 
from the tree.  Each angel has an assigned 
number.  Find that angel's number in the log book 
& PLEASE record your name on the 
corresponding line.  Purchase & wrap gift with 
the receipt inside in case an exchange is 
needed.  Securely attach angel to 
package.  Return gift to the bottom of angel tree 
& record the date returned beside your name in 
the log book.  Please have all gifts back by Fri., 
Dec. 16, preferably sooner.  If you are unable to 
get out to search for a gift, feel free to make a 
donation to the fund.  I have elves who say they 
love to shop. Contact Paul Quel (262-7548 or 
PQUEL1232@comcast.net) if you have 
questions. 

On  Monday, Nov. 21, we distributed 
Thanksgiving meals to 17 families representing 
approximately 65 people. Last year it was 15 
families and about 60 people. Besides the goods 
that you donated they received a frozen turkey, 
fresh baked pie, and at least a dozen rolls. Thanks 
to everyone who donated and to Kay, Carleigh, 
Maggie, and Emily. “We Give Thanks”, Paul 
Quel.  

We are pleased to welcome Girl Scout 
Daisy Troop 364 to Christ Lutheran!    
 
This troop will have their meetings between 1pm 
and 2pm every-other-Sunday beginning 
December 4.  Meetings will be held in our central 
classroom in the education wing of the church 
and are open to all young girls in 
kindergarten.   Membership at Christ Lutheran is 
NOT required for interested girls to take 
advantage of this new scouting opportunity.   
 
For additional information, please contact troop 
leader Jamie Custer at archistue@hotmail.com or 
call the church office.  

 Important Dates 

Jan. 1 Service @ 10:30 pm 

Jan. 8, 15, 22, 
29 

Services @ 8:15 & 10:30 pm 

Jan.. 9 Men’s Group @ 9:00 am 

Jan. 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 

Monday Miracles @ 12 pm 

Jan. 10 Long Term Planning Mtg. @ 
6:30 pm 

Jan. 9 Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

Jan. 25, 28 Quilting For LWR 10:00 am– 
2:00 pm 

Jan. 5, 12, 19, 
26 

Casa de Dios  @ 7:30 pm 

Jan .8, 15, 22, 
29 

Casa de Dios  @ 2:30 pm 

Jan. 12 Trinity Gathering @ 10:30 am 

Jan. 13 Youth Overnight Retreat @ 
6:00pm 

Jan. 22 Hymn Festival @ 4:30 pm 

Jan. 29 Youth Gathering @ 4:00 pm 
Confirmation @ 4:00 pm 

Jan. 8 Long Term Planning @ 11:45 
am 

Jan. 8 Youth Gathering @ 4:00 pm 
Confirmation @ 4:00 pm 
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Our VISION (Questions Answered and What is Next) 

By Jim Schnellenberger 

Council VP and Vision Committee 

 

Why do we need a Vision?  - 

"Where there is no vision the people perish."  Proverbs 

 

Individually, each of us has dreams (a Vision) of what we want to have and be in our lives.  We don’t start out with 
a detailed plan to achieve our dreams; we choose a direction that sets us on a path toward those dreams.   That direction 
leads us in a path that offers the opportunities to successfully achieve our dreams.  Failure to select an appropriate direction 
and rely purely on random opportunities as they overcome us leads us only to discontent, dissatisfaction and unfulfillment. 

In Oprah Winfrey’s words “You must have some Vision for your life, even if you don’t know the plan, you have to 
have a direction in which you choose to go.  You want to be in the driver seat for your life, because if you are not, life will 
drive you.”  

Christ Lutheran’s or any church’s existence (purpose) is not to just to be a place for people to come as individuals 
to attend a 1 hour Sunday worship service from 2 to 52 times a year.  That role is for road-side or hospital chapels for drive-
by prayer when we think we need a quick fix from God.  A church and especially our congregation should be a living and 
growing faith community where we hear and share the word of God in Scriptures as a community and then as a community 
live out our Faith serving our neighbors in ministries that reveal God’s love.  That requires that we not only have a chosen 
direction, we have short-term and long-term plans to achieve our dreams or our calling from God. 

The Vision Committee compiled congregation input during 2012 to 2014, studied Scripture and prayed for God’s 
purpose and direction to be made known.  Jesus’ two commandments,  the first that we shall love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our minds, and the that we shall love our neighbor as ourselves weighed 
heavily in the assessment and decision making.  From these and an understanding of our past and present our Vision was 
born in the form of “We reveal God’s Love.”  The council approved this Vision Statement in early February of 2015 and the 
Congregation approved the Vision Statement at a Congregational Meeting, February 28, 2016. 

With that Vision, much positive work has been accomplished in 2015 and 2016.   

Stabilizing the annual operating budgets and the process for budget development. 

Development and congregational approval of Continuing Resolutions reflecting Christ Lutheran organization and 
responsibilities as required by our Constitution. 

Stabilizing, repairing and improving infrastructure to better serve the congregation and support our ministries. 

Formalized communications channels to keep members informed and participating 

Improved hospitality and welcoming practices to enhance relationship building with visitors looking for a new church. 

Etc. 

I encourage you to go to our website and review the information posted related to Vision, including how the Vision was 
developed, What our Vision means to you, Why it matters, and What part do you play in our Vision.  See Vision, 
found under the Council tab of our home page www.christlutheran.org/Council/Vision.  

Vision 2017 and beyond (Our future): 

VISION is the power and ability of our MIND to see and anticipate that which will or may come to be in the FUTURE.  
Successfully achieving our Vision also requires that we address the routine work of Near and Long-Term Planning.  To 
Reveal God’s Love in a world that is in dire need of love and understanding, we must assess what is needed of our 
ministries, by whom within our congregation and in our local and extended communities.  We must assess, adjust, 
strengthen, and align our resources to our Vision.  We must identify the changes that affect us and address their resolution 
prior to incurring adverse impacts.   
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2016 Contribution Record Information 
 
To assist with your year-end tax planning, the Finance Team reminds everyone that any 
contributions received on or before Sunday, December 25 will be included in your 2016 Annual 
Contribution Statement.   This includes all types of offerings you wish to make, General Fund, 
Special Envelopes (yes, we will still accept that Easter envelope you’ve been hanging on to!) as well 
as any other contributions to Christ Lutheran.   Any offerings or contributions received after 
December 25 will be included in your 2017 record. 
 
Please contact Cindy Williamson or Paul Quel if you have any questions about 2016 offerings. 
Thank you for your generous support of Christ Lutheran Church! 

Long-term (5 year) planning is our focus and it is everyone’s business because major change is upon us.  It is reasonable to 
say that within the next 5 years we will see retirements of our staff and a call for a new Pastor and perhaps Music Director, 
major refurbishment of infrastructure, and changes in the demographics or our congregation.  In 2017 and the years to 
come, there is no place for silence or the withholding of opinions, or questions and comments.  Most importantly, we must 
come to a deeper and complete understanding of who we are and what we need and want.   We will need constant and 
clear dialog with no non-participating or “silent but dissatisfied” members.  The next step in Vision is our Long-term 
planning, establishment of goals and objectives, assessments and prioritizations.  The Vision Committee will now become 
the Long-term planning committee and at one time or another, each of us must contribute to come to a Long-term plan we 
can approve as a Congregation. 

An information, question and answer session to discuss Long-term planning is tentatively planned in early January 
following the second service on Sunday, January 8 and again on Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 pm.  Both in the Conference 
room. 

 

Our Prayers of Sympathy for the Year of 2016 are  
for Nancy LaVier on the death of her husband 
Robert LaVier on Jan 20; the family of David 
Hunter Tyler on July 11; Kay Vess on the death of 
her husband David “Bear” Vess on Sept.  2; Toni 
Walther on the death of her mother Francis Burford 
on Oct. 24; and Shannon Fleming on the death of her 
brother Ronald Wayne Fleming on Nov. 22.  
 
Congratulations to Hunter and Catherine Pickels on 
the birth of their daughter Elizabeth Rollins on 
September 20. The proud grandparents are Linda 
and Jim Pickels; Megan, Travis, and big sister 
Aubrey  on the birth of a daughter Kaylee Suzanne 
on April 29. The proud grandparents are Suzanne 
and Doug Conway.;  Brianne, Kirk and big brother 
James Conway on birth of a son George Tucker on 
November 15. Proud grandparents are Pam and 
Barry Kintzer, and Doug and Suzanne Conway. 

Congratulations to  
Ishak, Marian to Kaliyahperumal, 
Gopalakrishnan on their marriage on January 
5;  Emma Lantz to Jesse Bonovitch September 
17 New Kent County, VA and  
Jamie Smith to Ratnanjali Bhatia on October 
22 in Philadelphia PA. 
 

Baptism 
 
Through Baptism God has made these new 
brothers members of the priesthood we all 
share in Christ Jesus..." 
 
Junior Rasnake is to be baptized on Saturday, 
December 10. 
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Congregational Officers and Council Members  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH  VISION STATEMENT  
We Reveal God’s Love  

 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

 
Brothers and sister graced with the Cross of Jesus Christ  

joyously drawn together by the Good News into a ministry of  
seeking, sharing, caring and serving 

 
The People of Christ Lutheran  Church, Ministers 

The Reverend Eric J. Moehring, Pastor 
             Cindy Adams, Administrative Assistant 

Linda Keener, Music Director 
Heather Heckel, Web Master 

Carol Jones, Newsletter Editor 

James Ingraham, President Diane Kellogg, Secretary 

Jim Schnellenberger, Vice President Paul Quel, Treasurer 

Carol Jones Darren D'Ateno 

Sandra Boclair Cathleen Jacobson  

Judy Garnett  Jim Pickels  

Cindy Williamson, Financial Secretary  

Church Address: 7809 Woodman Road,  
   Richmond, VA  23228 
Church Phone:  804-266-5775         Fax:  266-4979 
Church Web Page: christlutheran.org 
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:30 AM-3:00 PM 
LAMB’s Basket: 9:30 AM-1PM  On Assigned Days 
   (565-8007) 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Worship:      8:15 AM &  10:30 AM   
Faith Formation      9:25-10:15 am 

   Weekly for: Adults & 5th-Middle school 
   1st & 3rd Sundays for: Preschool-1st Grade       
   and 2nd-4th grade   

 


